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About our Honoree

Stephen Burdman founded New York Classical 
Theatre in 2000 and is the vision behind the creation 
of Panoramic Theatre. He initially planned to become 
a doctor while studying Computer Science in college. 

On a lark, Stephen auditioned for a production of 
Hamlet and that experience completely changed the course

of his life. He founded NY Classical to give all people the
chance to discover classical masterpieces as he did.

Since then, Stephen has directed 37 plays for NY Classical
(38 with this summer’s production of Henry IV!). He holds an

MFA from UC Irvine and is an alumnus of the National
Theater Institute at the Eugene O’Neill Theater Center. In

1989, he was selected to participate in the first young theatre
artist exchange with the (former) Soviet Union and has been

a member of the Stage Directors and Choreographers
Society since 1994. Stephen has directed over half of the
Shakespeare canon and received the 2022 Sidney Berger

Award from the Shakespeare Theatre Association for
outstanding talent and commitment to the works of

William Shakespeare.



Dear Stephen,

It is with great appreciation and fondness I congratulate you on the 25th year of NY
Classical Theatre. Realization of your vision to create an institution offering free
theatre to the masses is indeed an honorable accomplishment. 

NY Classical Theatre’s relationship with Castle Clinton National Monument is long
and includes momentous occasions. In 2006 NY Classical Theatre staged the first
play at the site in 100 years and in 2013, you were there offering the arts to uplift
New Yorkers when the site reopened after Hurricane Sandy. After each ‘season’ at
the site, the feedback from visitors is overwhelming enthusiasm and gratitude. Park
service employees who staff the event are always complimentary of the NY
Classical Theatre staff’s reverence and respect for the cultural resource. 

We welcome each year NY Classical Theatre can stage a production at Castle
Clinton to engage, enlighten, and entertain visitors. We hope our relationship
continues another 25 years!

Sincerely,
 

   
Shirley McKinney, Superintendent
Castle Clinton National Monument



Congratulations Stephen on
your 25 years wishing you

continued success 

Art & Ilene Greenwald

Rebecca Grudzina-Macias

Bravo Stephen! Take a
bow for 25 years!!!

The Malter Family

Dear Stephen,
 We are very proud of you and
your contributions to the arts.
 Congratulations on the 25th

anniversary of 
New York Classical Theatre!

Ellie and Mark Lainer

Saluting Stephen Burdman, 
Founder and Artistic Director 

of NY Classical Theatre, 

on 25 years of visionary leadership.

Your passion has shaped culture 
and inspired generations. Here’s to many

more years of artistic excellence!

25th
SEASON

(AKA Megan, Jackson, Cory & Mariah)

THEMARDINEYGROUP.COM

Stephen, Congratulations
on your 25th anniversary at
New York Classical Theatre

Linda Schwartz



Stephen, 

I salute your vision, determination,
and brilliance. 

May this well deserved honor help
you manifest many more years of 

New York Classical Theatre
productions.

Cheers,

Charlotte Triefus



Congratulations, Stephen

With Gratitude for many years 
of fun family memories

The Perlsteins



Dear Stephen, thank you for so
many years of inspiration!

Tina Stafford & 
Andy Paterson

Sid Solomon &
 Gretchen Page

Stephen, Congratulations in
loving memory of my dad, 

Dr. Mike Bromberg DDS. He
was always so proud of you and

your accomplishments.Well
done!

Alisa A Bromberg MD

"Fair thought and 
happy hours attend you" 

Stephen brings so much joy to
everything he does and that joy
is contagious. You could not be

honoring a nicer guy. 
Congrats Stephen!

Enrique Ball

Love, 

Heddy, Yetti, Rachel, 
David, Joseph

We have had the pleasure of knowing
Stephen since we were teenagers at Camp

Hess Kramer in Malibu, CA. 
In those years he was always kind and

stood out to us to be very knowledgeable
and spiritual. 

Many miles and years have passed since
then and we have seen him grow into a

talented Artistic Director who loves what
he does and pours his heart into 

New York Classical Theatre.

We’re so proud of all your
accomplishments with NY Classcial and

lucky to call you a friend.

Congratulations on your jubilee (25th)!
Mazel tov, 

Wendy Starr & Mark Kaplan



Stephen, 

Your creative work and dedication
inspires and enriches so many lives. 

Congratulations on 25 years of
accomplishment and commitment to 

the New York City community.
 

So very proud of you!

Love, 

Mamasita



“All the World’s a Stage…” 

Dear Stephen, 

You made New York City the stage for
thousands and thousands. 

And those thousands became the players as the
thespians walked in front of us, behind us, and
around us. 

And the Acts were your acts of generosity of
heart and spirit in bringing free theatre to all
who willed and desired it. 

And it is with love, appreciation and great
admiration, we applaud you for all that you do
in making the world a stage. 

Much love always, Your loving “schvigger”,
Charlotte Abramson and Family 
Adena, Zeke, Ami, Yona, Jonah, Eva, Ezra,
Yishai, (and Chewy!)



I am so grateful to have been
a small part of NY Classical!

Kyle bonder

Chesapeake Shakespeare 
Company

Ian, Leslie & Jenny

Mazel Tov to Stephen and
NY Classical from 

Lora, Dan, Binah,
Thalia 

Congratulations Stephen
for all of your

accomplishments!

The Gallanar Family

I have always taken my three daughters to see
Shakespeare wherever we are. Nearly 20 years
ago I was going through a divorce, so money
was tight. What ho! Like a knight in shining

armor comes Stephen Burdman and his
excellent brain child NYCT. On a hot summer

night, we saw "King Lear," and despite the
poked out eyeballs, we all loved it. Even better,

the DIRECTOR came over to talk to us
afterwards, and it was love at first show.

Since then all three have been devotees of
Shakespeare and NYCT; my youngest donated

some of her bat mitzvah money to NYCT.
Stephen has been endlessly interesting,

creative, patient, enthusiastic, and dedicated.
He is a treasure to the New York theatre  scene

as well as to all who know him.

Congratulations on this impressive milestone,
Stephen. Thank you for all of your time and

talent.
Sharon DeLevie, Steven Haber, Rachel 

Sophia, and Eliana DeLevie-Orey



Stephen -

Congratulations to you and New York
Classical Theatre on 25 years of excellence in

bringing free theatre to public spaces in
NYC!

Your accomplishments as Founding Artistic
Director fills our hearts with joy. You are an

incredible source of inspiration for everyone,
proving that it’s both about the journey and

the destination!

Toasting you for this well deserved honor
and cheers to the next 25!!

We love you! 

Kim & Kerry Wills



“THE GIFT OF STEPHEN
IS PRETTY F**KING

SPECIAL!” 

Love, 
The NTI Class of Fall ‘87 



Thank you Steve and Melanie
Perlstein for introducing us to
NY Classical. Our favorite has

been The Rewards of Being Frank! 

Andy & Arabella Pollack

Mazal Tov! We are so proud of
all you have built over these

past 25 years! May you go from
strength to strength. 

Love, Jen, Richard & Family

Cantor Jennifer Frost &
Rabbi Richard Prass

Happy 25th, Stephen! 
Congrats to you and New York Classical

Theatre on many amazing years.

Megan Carter

We are thrilled to offer this tribute to the brilliance and
creativity of our dear friend Stephen on this wonderful occasion. 

From the very start, 25 years ago, NY Classical Theatre has made
its mark on our city through performances in our parks, free to
all and welcoming of passersby, cyclists, dogs, and other urban

phenomena. 

It's been our great pleasure to support Stephen and all the
talented members of the company in this exng project. We wish

you all many more years of work together!

With love and admiration, 

Anne and Leon Hoffman



Happy 25th Anniversary to 
New York Classical Theatre!

Congratulations, Stephen, on this
well-deserved honor! Your vision and

drive to provide free, premier
classical theater to all is inspiring.

Amy & Neil Steiner



Stephen, a Shakespeare
visionary, daring director,

and my dear friend.

Deborah Quayle

Congratulations Stephen on
your outstanding

achievement!

Melissa Kuklin

Best wishes and with great
appreciation for your

accomplishments.

Pam Raab

Congratulations Stephen on reaching this
incredible milestone! It's inspiring to see how
you've followed your heart and pursued your

love for theatre with an unwavering
commitment over the years. Your

contributions to NY Classical Theatre have
not only enriched the cultural landscape of

New York City, but have also left an indelible
mark on the hearts and minds of countless
individuals (ourselves included!) who have

experienced your performances. 

Your dedication and commitment to
bringing the beauty of theatre out into public

spaces where audiences near and far can
enjoy it, is rightly celebrated this evening.

We can't wait to see what NY Classical
Theatre and you accomplish in the next 25

years. Wishing you continued success,
creativity, and fulfillment in all your
endeavors with NY Classical Theatre.

Much Love,
The Schwartz's

Arts Insurance Program

“Let us Insure your next
Production!”

Bob Middleton
Maury Donnelly & Parr, Inc.

Congrats and continued
success. To the next 25!

Melissa Maxwell



Congratulations on 25 years of 
free, first-rate theater in 

New York. 

Best wishes for 25 more!

Rosina B. Dixon



To our dear friend Stephen,

We are delighted to honor you. We can’t believe it has been 25
years of NY Classical Theatre. Mazal Tov!

We have enjoyed watching your theater career develop over the
years. I, Lisa, have been in awe of your incredible talent ever

since the most amazing production of Hamlet I have ever seen -
at UC Irvine on April 30, 1994 - 30 years ago! Even though we

don’t live in New York, we’ve been lucky to catch some of your
plays when we’ve been in town. What a treat!

Congratulations to everyone at NY Classical!

Lisa Lainer-Fagan and Brian Fagan

Congratulations, and thank you
for all of the work you do — and

the beautiful Central Park
memories. 

Leah and Josh Wurzburger 

I come to PRAISE Stephen for
25 years of doing "The Bard's"
work. Here's to 25 more. Keep
making your fellow Zots proud

my friend.

Kelly Perine

Dear Stephen, 

We are KVELLING over you! 
Mazal Tov on this well-deserved honor! 

Love, 

Jeff Newelt & Erica Fishbein



Jesse Berger
Kersti Bryan

Hope Chernov
Vietca Do

Carole Eule
Jesse Graham Galas
Katherine Healey

Patricia Marie Kelley
Alan Kriegstein

Mary Jo McConnell
Michelle Missaghieh

Sherri Raeford
Sid Ray

Nahma Sandrow &  William Meyers
Jenn Schulte
Allison Smith

Melanie Sutherland
James Theis

Jessica Wanamaker
Miryam Wasserman

Margery Westin

Additional Thanks to:


